
Building Skills in Summarization 
 
To be good summarizers, students must consolidate many types of text information.  They 
need to understand vocabulary, determine important ideas, perceive text structures, draw 
inferences, organize information, and condense their understandings to a few key thoughts.  
Often students omit this integrative summarizing step and fail to consolidate what they have 
learned.  As summarization aids idea retention, students may be unable to recall or retell 
information at a later time. 
 
Below are three summarization techniques that provide strategies for developing 
summarization abilities.  They are appropriate for use in many content areas.  
 

Exclusion Brainstorming 
 
The teacher writes a topic on an overhead transparency, followed by a list of words.  Some 
of the words fit the topic and others don’t.  Students select which words fit the topic, 
explaining why the words go together or why they have little in common with the topic. 

• See Sample on Page Two 
 
 

Exit Cards 
 
Before leaving class for the day, students write a brief response to specific questions or 
prompts from the teacher that may require summarization of ideas or information from 
the lesson.  The Exit Card is the “ticket out the door.” 

• See Sample on Page Two 
 
 

Summary Cinquains 
 
Students write a summary of something they have read using the constraints of a summary 
cinquain. 

• See Sample on Page Two 
 

First line: one-word title, usually a noun 
 

Second line: two-word description of the topic, usually two adjectives 
 

Third line: three words expressing an action connected with the topic,  
usually the –ing  forms 
 

Fourth line: four-word phrase showing some feeling for the topic 
 

Fifth line: a one-word synonym or restatement of the title or topic 
 
 

FLaRE – Florida Literacy and Reading Excellence 



Exclusion Brainstorming Sample : Topic – Medieval History 
 

Medieval History 
 

 Knights, Castles, Computers, Dragons, Jousting, Swords, Satellites 
 
 

  Words That Fit The Topic      Words That Do Not Fit The Topic 
 Knights      Computers 
 Castles       Satellites 
 Dragons 
 Jousting 
 Swords 
 
 
 

Exit Card Sample : Topic - Education 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cinquain Sample : Topic - Education 
 
   Education 
   Broadening, Preparatory 
   Reading, Writing, Learning 
   Open Doors to Future 
   Education 

 
Exit Card 

 
List three attributes of a polygon. 

_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 


